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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO PA-02 ICAE-00 HA-05 /022 W 

045850 261638Z/46 

O 261632Z JUN78 

FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1039 


UNCLAS MEXICO 10415 


PLEASE PASS TO SALLY SHELTON, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
ARA 


EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, NU 

SUBJECT: EDITORIAL ON NICARAGUA 

1 . HEREIN FOLLOWS TEXT OF EDITORIAL PRINTED IN THE 
MEXICO CITY NEWS, JUNE 23. QUOTE: 

2. TITLE: NICARAGUA, FACTS AND/OR FANCY. 

3. A PUBLICATION STRESSING "STATE DEPARTMENT NOTES 
POSITIVE SITUATION IN NICARAGUA" (MAY, 1978) BRINGS THAT 
TOUCHY SITUATION BACK INTO FOCUS. THE SOMOZA DYNASTY HAS 
LONG BEEN UNDER ATTACK. BUT SALLY A. SHELTON, U.S. DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR INTER- AMERICAN AFFAIRS, POINTED 
OUT ON CAPITOL HILL (SEPT. 19, 1977), "A VIGOROUS FREE AND 
LIVELY NEWSPAPER AND RADIO DEBATE IMMEDIATELY ENSUED 
BETWEEN PRO- AND ANTI-GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN." LA PRENSA, 
WHOSE PUBLISHER WAS ASSASSINATED, HAS BEEN HIGHLY CRITICAL 
AND WITH NO CENSORSHIP. AFTER READING A NUMBER OF ITS 
RECENT ISSUES WE CAN ATTEST TO THAT FACT. 

4. WE QUESTION, HOWEVER, HOW MUCH OF THIS IS A FACADE. 
HUMAN RIGHTS, U.S. AID, THE SANDINISTA "LEFTISTS 
INSURGENT THREAT" - ALTHOUGH BACKED BY NUMEROUS NON- 
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MARXIST FACTIONS - ARE ALL TOO TIGHTLY TIED TOGETHER TO 
MAKE THE NEW "FREEDOM" ASSERTION CREDIBLE. 

5. JACK ANDERSON, WHO HAS REPEATEDLY HIT THE FIEFDOM FOR 
ITS TYRANNY, DELIVERED (JUNE 13) ANOTHER BLAST OVER THE 
PLIGHT OF AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN ARTHUR CHARITON, LOCKED UP 
FOR A YEAR WITHOUT TRIAL. THE DETENTION, HE REPORTED, 
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"SMACKS OF RANSOM. YET U.S. AMBASSADOR MAURICIO SOLAUN, 

HANDED CHARITON OVER TO SOMOZA'S GOONS WHEN THE DISTRAUGHT 
BUSINESSMAN SOUGHT REFUGE IN THE EMBASSY." CHARGES? 

ALLEGED EMBEZZLEMENT FROM A SOMOZA BANK BY AN ASSOCIATE, 

DESPITE CHARITON'S CONTENTION THAT THESE WERE FABRICATED. 

6. THE TRUTH ABOUT NICARAGUA? SOME SEE IT AS ANOTHER 
POTENTIAL CUBA SHOULD SOMOZA FALL. OTHERS AN IRON-FISTED 
U.S. ENCLAVE. IN EITHER EVENT, IT'S APAARENTLY A GOOD 
PLACE TO BE FROM. 

7. END QUOTE. LUCEY 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 26 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MEXICO10415 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780264-1118 
Format: TEL 
From: MEXICO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780620/aaaaarnl.tel 

Line Count: 74 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 371aee7f-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2210923 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EDITORIAL ON NICARAGUA 
TAGS: PFOR, SOPN, NU, MX 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/371aee7f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



